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Milton-under-Wychwood Parish Council Meeting 
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th January 2020 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall  

 
Present: 
Cllrs Allcock (GA), Boulton (NB), DCllr Haine (JH), Vice-Chair Pratt (JP), Cllrs Rawlins (PR), Chairman Trotman 

(CT), Young (PY), Ward (PW). Parish Clerk: Mrs J. Miller.  8 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies for absence 
None. 
 
2. Declaration of Interests 
JH declared an interest in Planning items. PR declared an interest in item 16.1; JP declared an interest in 
items connected with the Wild Gardens. 
 
3. Proposal to approve the minutes of the November meeting. 
It was proposed to approve the minutes of the November meeting. Vote taken; all in favour, motion  
carried. CT signed the minutes. 
 
4. Matters arising from the November meeting: 
Potholes in Upper Milton: JP reported that the large pothole registered on Fixmystreet.com in Upper 
Milton has been filled. The blocked drain has also been reported but will be dealt with in due course. 
Wychwood Project AGM: JP attended this and found it useful for considering the NPSG designated green 
areas. 
Wychwoods welcome pack: Shipton PC has completed their welcome pack. Short discussion concluded that 
it is unnecessary to produce a Milton welcome pack.  
Hedge at The Sands/Ansell Way: This has been cut back by SSE to improve line of sight only but ordinarily 
this is Cottsway responsibility. 
Church wall: Tender has been accepted and PC is waiting for RM to confirm contractual agreement; 
suggested start date would be in the Spring. 
Parish tree visual safety survey: This will be carried out by JAG Trees in the coming weeks. The PC will make 
further decision based on his advice. 
Elm Grove trees overhanging Breakspeare Clinic car park: These have now been cut back. 
Village Green Survey responses: NB reported that the vast majority of respondents were adults. 
St Jude’s pedestrian railings: JH will look into this. 
 
5. Public session for all items related to this Agenda 
Cemetery trees: It was suggested that there are too many trees, the trees are untidy and the paths need to 
be weeded more frequently. Clerk to ask grasscutter to shut the gate. 
46 High St: There is no yellow sign outside the property. Immediate neighbours expressed several concerns 
about limited parking (1 space) available for the 8-bed holiday let which potentially could have 3-4 cars 
visiting; the proposal includes a dormer window which overlooks neighbouring property; the increase in 
capacity would have significantly greater impact on neighbours. The neighbour thanked the Planning 
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Committee for their interest in the matter and for alerting them of the application. CT encouraged both 
residents to inform WODC of their objections. 
 
6. To receive the following reports: 

6.1 Chairman’s Report (CT) 
Carols around the tree: This was very well attended. 
Cemetery: It was noted that a space has been left vacant adjacent to a recent plot. This was a mistake and 
would not be common practice. 
Cotswold Wardens: Wardens planting replacement trees for trees with ash dieback during Jan/Feb and 
offer this free of charge for Milton. If there are any trees known to the PC in the Parish which need to be 
replaced, these can be put forward to Gerry Simper ASAP to go on their work schedule. 

6.2 District Councillor’s Report (JH) 

Local Plan 2018 needs to be reviewed and updated periodically and this will take place shortly. WODC has 

approved a scheme of licensing of tradesmen to ensure rubbish is disposed of legally.  

6.3 County Councillor’s Report (LL) 

Signage at St Jude’s Meadow: Signs will say ‘Pedestrians in the road’ but they will take some time due to 
backlog. LL noted that M&M site has a silt run-off which will prove problematic once building work has 
stopped. PW reported that the drains within 100 yards of the site are all blocked and overflowing.  
Councillor fund: This is available for local projects from April. 
 
7. Neighbourhood Plan update (PY/JP) 
PY reported that CFO will shortly present the first draft of the NP to the NPSG. The PC will then have an 

opportunity to respond. PY reported that he would stand down as NPSG Chairman for health reasons and 

will be replaced by JP. 

NPSG propose to carry forward the unspent budget into 2020/21 budget without exceeding the overall 

£18,000 budget approved by the PC for the NP.  

 
8. Proposal to replace ash trees in the Parish through Cotswold Voluntary Wardens  
See 6.1. 
 
9. Sec 106 update (GA) 
GA has been in discussion with WODC about receipt of first tranche of funding (£50,000 approx). The 
Village Hall Committee has purchased stage curtains and so a bid for this cannot now be made. The 
Committee should submit a new bid for improvements. Estimates have been received for a range of Village 
Green improvements. A container for the Allotments would need planning permission which should be 
applied for before submitting a bid. 
 
10. The Sands field footpaths update (PW) 
Original application allowed for 11 weeks footpath closure within 12 months but the path has now been 
closed for 10 months. Spitfire has informed PW that they propose to keep the access closed until further 
notice due to Health and Safety reasons. It is unclear about when exactly the path is likely to be reopened. 
JP reported that an objection was received to the developer’s proposal to divert the footpath in the field 
and the order cannot be made until this has been dealt with by the Secretary of State. The PC’s DMMO 
application is ongoing.  
 
11. Proposal to increase Clerk work from home allowance in line with HMRC guidance and back date to 

beginning of financial year (CT) 
Work from home allowance covers Clerks who have no choice but to work at home and contributes to 
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costs such as heating, electricity, internet connection. The recommended figure was adjusted in 2014 but 
Clerk’s allowance has not yet been updated. CT proposes to increase to £18 per month and pay the 
difference backdated from 1st April 2019. Vote taken. All in favour, motion carried. 
 
12. Proposal to approve Memorandum of understanding relating to the future maintenance of the 

Woodland Walk (CT) 
A Memorandum of understanding has been produced following a meeting of the PC Financial sub-
committee on Wed 8th Jan. CT requested to defer this proposal to February while the Welfare Trust 
consider it. PW requested that an oak should be planted at the start of the Woodland Walk.  
 
13. Planning (PY/PW) 
Please refer to www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning for further details of the following applications. The 
following planning applications were considered and voted on: 
 13.1 19/03060/HHD Vicarage Field, Church Lane.  
Demolition of the existing dwelling. Erection of 3 detached dwellings. Respond by 17th December. 
Objection lodged. 

13.2 19/03178/S73 36 Elm Grove. 
Non compliance with condition 2 of planning permission 16/02735/HHD to allow design change. Condition 
Number(s): 2 Conditions(s) Removal: For a variation of the condition to allow an alternative design for the 
two storey rear extension. No comment necessary. 

13.3 20/00012/HHD 1 The Sands 
Alterations and erection of two storey side extension. Respond by 29th Jan 20. No objection. 

13.4 19/03283/FUL High Ridge, 46 High Street 
Removal of existing workshop and erection of self-contained annexe. Respond by 29th Jan 20. Objection. 
Spitfire development: Red roof tiles is a variation from the original application and is out of character with 
the rest of the village. The Planning Committee feel strongly that this should not be permitted; in addition 
there are plans to install two stone pillars which physically separate this from the rest of the village which 
the Planning Committee object to. JH will investigate this proposal. 
 
14. Correspondence  
No comments. 
 
15. Village Green 
Trees overhanging the car park: JH enquired about the crown lift of trees hanging over the car park. 
Gravelling of car park: MSA has previously covered the cost of the re-gravelling but there has been regular 
increased use due to limited parking at The Hare and building work next to the pub. JH suggested that the 
PC could consider installing a tarmac car park. PY suggested that a herringbone one-way permeable car-
park could be considered, with the entrance on Shipton Road and exit onto Church Road. JH pointed out 
that access for refuse truck is needed. Advice should be sought to clarify what the best option would be for 
the location.  
Repairs and maintenance: One quote received in the Autumn has been passed over and the work still 
needs to be carried out. PR to detail the work to be done and to find two further quotes by February’s 
meeting for completion by the end of March in order to use this year’s budget. 
  
16. Discretionary donations 
 16.1 To approve a donation towards the Lady Reade Foundation 
CT proposed to donate £200 as per sec 137 budget. Vote taken; all in favour. Motion carried. 
 16.2 To approve a donation towards the Citizens Advice Bureau 
CT proposed to donate £200 as per sec 137 budget. Vote taken; all in favour. Motion carried. 

http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning
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 16.3 To approve a donation towards the Volunteer Link-Up 
CT proposed to donate £100 as per sec 137 budget. Vote taken; all in favour. Motion carried. 
 16.4 To approve a donation towards the Christmas Tree expenses 
CT proposed to donate £50 as per sec 145 budget. Vote taken; all in favour. Motion carried. 
 16.5 To approve a donation to MARC 
Based on the outlook for MARC accounts during adjustment period, JH proposed to make a donation of 
£2,000 to allow the Charity to cover shortfall during transition period and to make a loan of £1,500 to be 
repaid on receipt of expected income. 
 
17. Accounts   

17.1 To approve the December receipts, December/January expenditure, bank reconciliation  
Bank balance including Money Manager deposit at 31/12/2019: £125,676.95 

December Receipts 
 

Tennis court damage Insurance payout     745.00  

Pound parking (NB. £13 owed by one tenant)     182.00  

Interest 15.02        

TOTAL £942.02 

December Payments  

Library Staffing April-Oct2020   2,301.00  

Employer/Employee pension contributions         64.72  

Grasscutting       255.00  

Lengthperson salary       264.10  

SLCC Annual membership         97.00  

Clerk salary       376.53  

Library Staffing April-Oct2020         50.00  

TOTAL £3,408.35 

January Payments    

Donation to Lady Reade Foundation       200.00  

Donation to Citizens Advice Bureau       200.00  

Play equipment Repairs & zip wire check       618.55  

Christmas expenses Donation to Naish family         50.00  

Donation to Volunteer Link-Up       100.00  

Lengthperson materials 14.04 

Screws, twine, cable ties 14.13 
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Survey photocopies           1.55  

PAYE Nov-Jan  156.80  

Clerk salary  380.03  

Lengthperson salary 178.92 

Back dated Clerk Work from home allowance 51.50  

Donation to MARC 2,000.00 

Loan to MARC 1,500.00 

Elm Grove/Breakspeare Clinic tree work 200.00 

Water bill 15.85 

Defib pads 79.08 

Newsletter correction labels 30.00 

TOTAL £6,075.17 

17.2 To sign December/January bank statements (CT) 
CT signed the bank statements. 

17.3 To approve the statement of accounts for the third quarter  
It was proposed to accept the statement of accounts. Vote taken. All in favour, motion carried. 
 
18. Public session for non-Agenda items 
Cemetery: A member of the public expressed sadness at the decision taken to permit an additional burial 
plot to be purchased in the new section of the cemetery and reminded the PC of the Cemetery rules which 
have always adhered to in previous cases. CT said that the rules are being reviewed at present but that this 
case will be investigated. 
 
19. AOB. 
St Jude’s Meadow pedestrian entrance: PR reported that neighbours to the exit have strongly requested 
that the exit be made safer immediately due to fear of a fatal accident. JH has pursued this with the case 
planning officer but no response has been given. CT has asked JH to continue to pursue this with WODC 
before any further action is taken. To be reviewed in February.  
Fete Committee: JH had a positive meeting with a resident willing to take on the role of Chairman. More 
Committee members would be welcomed. 
Basketball boards: JP suggested that a quote for sports repairs could include the installation of the boards. 
Village Green car parking: Forthcoming year’s budget should include budget for professional advice on 
design of the car park but sec 106 could contribute to cost of the work itself. 
Data projector: JP supports a suggestion of purchasing a data projector for the PC to move towards a 
paperless Council. PR is willing to lend a projector to the PC for a trial period. 
MSA toilets: JH confirmed that the toilets cannot be used when the MSA is not open.  
Wychwood Bods: PC happy to pay for the annual weekly hall hire in this financial year. 
 
CT closed the meeting at 9.30pm. 


