
 

 

Milton-under-Wychwood Parish Council  

Milton under Wychwood Parish Council meeting 20th April 2022 

Milton under Wychwood Village Hall.  1930 hours. 

 

MINUTES 

Present:  
Vice-Chairman Glynn Allcock (GA) 
Councillor Rod Blackman (RB) 
District Councillor Jeff Haine (JH) 
County Councillor Liz Leffman (LL) 
Councillor John Pratt (JP) 
Councillor Peter Rawlins (PR) 
Chairman Chris Trotman (CT) 
Councillor Pat Ward (PW) 
 
Parish Clerk: Mrs L. Jacques (LJ) 
6 members of the public 

 
1. Apologies for absence  

 

2. Declaration of Interests  
JH- Planning, Village Hall 

 

3. Proposal to approve the minutes of the March meeting 
Proposer - GS 

Seconder - GA 

All in favour 

 

4. Matters arising from the March meeting 
4.1 Cemetery Transfer – CT, Chairman of the MARC charity has received the final scheme from the 

Charity Commissioners.  They now have permission to sell the land to the PC for a sum not less than £8k.  
Mariam Baraki will be overseeing this due to the conflict of interests.  Once complete this then needs to 

be registered with the Land Registry.  This will also clarify the boundaries. 

4.2 Tree surveys – RB has received an email reply from the contractors stating they will be in touch soon 

regarding a start date. 

4.3 20mph zone through Upper Milton.  Brian Watson has received overwhelming support for the 

20mph zone proposal.  CT proposed to the PC that they formally proceed with the application for a 

20mph zone.   

PW seconded 

PR abstained 

Motion carried 

4.4 WOCT – JP queried item 16 on the Agenda – CT confirmed WOCT would be dealt with under S137.  

 

5.   Public session for all items related to this Agenda 
MOP Claire Stubbs and Bob Harlow, owners of Cardale, stated they were available to answer any questions 

regarding their planning application.  

  



 

 

6.   To receive the following reports:  
6.1 Chairman’s Report (CT)  

The PC received a request from The Hare asking to place picnic tables in front of their premises.  CT 
confirmed no permission is needed from WODC but they must not block the pavement.  JH has emailed 
them on behalf of the PC. 
 
Regarding the Lansdowne planning application for two drives, the update is that this will be asked to be 
withdrawn however if not, this is likely to be refused and in either case the hedge must be reinstated.  This is 
still in discussion with WODC. 
 
Campsite – As part of the Covid ‘feel good’ factor allowing landowners to diversify, any camping that is 
allowed on the green field sites without planning permission is limited to 28 days.  This is being monitored. 
 
Library Service and donations by MUWPC – CT has made contact with Graham White, Community 
Involvement Officer, who will respond on his return from the Easter break. 
 
Websites – the transfer from PC website to community website is virtually complete.  The only section not to 
be transferred on-bloc is the NP menu as this is hopefully to be changed shortly from draft to approved and 
all the ancillary lead ups will not be needed. The draft plan is highlighted on the Village website with a link to 
the Parish website where the whole debate is recorded. 
 
Google Drive – This has been tidied with sections specific for Finance and PC. The hope is that if all Cllrs can 
access Google Drive all council details will be posted there. 
 
6.2 District Councillor’s Report (JH) 

JH was looking at the trees in St Judes which have been planted.  Those that face south were looking very 

‘dead’ but a lot appear to be springing in to life.  Those that don’t will be replaced. 

CT queried the replacement trees that have been planted.  They were originally supposed to be more 

mature trees so that there was no difference between those planted in the first instant and those planted 

now. 

6.3 County Councillor’s Report (LL)  

LL has been in correspondence with Margaret Burden and also in touch with David Harrison who is 

responsible for buses at OCC.  In order to keep the service going during the week, there is a consideration to 

take the money from the Saturday service and plough it in to the weekday service. LL is meeting with them 

on Friday to talk through options about how the Council can support the bus service going forward.  LL will 

also be making a donation from the Councillor priority fund.  Work is ongoing. 

 

There will be a bus summit coming up at the county – aimed at working with employers to try and get 

customers and employers to use the bus service. This will be taking place in June.  There will also be a 

campaign to encourage people who have bus passes to use the bus as it is now deemed ‘safe’. 

 

Ukrainian refugees – there are families arriving in to West Oxfordshire.  There is no money received from the 

Government as yet but there is to be £10.5K for each individual that comes to the area.   Quite a lot of 

concern has been expressed by District Councils regarding homelessness by Ukrainian refugees.  Some 

families are deciding they are no longer able to host refugees deeming them homeless.  This is a problem 

more so under the ‘friends and family’ hosting scheme as the refugees are not formally recorded anywhere. 

 

The NHS is offering an open day for refugees to see if they want to work in the health service.  LL will send 

through the information.  

 



 

 

 

 

7. Update following the Finance Committee meeting on 13th April 2022 (JP) 
A number of items were discussed at the meeting and will be dealt with under later Agenda items.  A 

decision was made that virements would not be made as they have done previously – the accounts will be 

presented as they are.  Any major overspends have been explained. 

 

8. S106 Update (GA) 
8.1 Pump Track – It was agreed at the last PC meeting that the public would be invited to comment on the 

proposals as they were lots of responses on social media. No one has attended this evening to discuss or 

raise concerns however Chris Seviour, MOP, who could not attend this meeting has submitted his concerns 

regarding the pump track stating his concerns still stand.  GA confirmed his comments have been 

acknowledged in full. 

 

8.2 Caloo Tennis Court works – GA has still not received contact from WODC.  JH is looking in to why this has 

been delayed.  Early indications are that this work may not be supported under S106. 

 

8.3 Baptist Church young people’s facilities.  GA stated a comprehensive bid for a range of items had been 

submitted, which target specific groups including toddler groups and older groups in the village. A discussion 

took place at the FinCom meeting and it was felt that the first phase; the need for recreational items seemed 

to be in line with the type of finance that is offered under S106.  Therefore the FinCom recommends to the 

PC that the PC approve up to £5k expenditure from S106 money. 

 

8.4 Village Hall – GA stated two further bids were received from the VH.  One relating to VH improvements 

to the car park and gardens circa £10k and the other for a projector and camera for the village hall.  A 

discussion at the FinCom meeting took place and the FinCom felt they could meet the £3709 application for 

a projector and camera which would be of use to various groups.   

 

GA therefore raised to proposals: 

 

That the PC donate up to £5k to the Baptist Church from S106 funds to promote youth activities  

All in favour 

 

That the application for a projector and camera for the Village Hall, total £3709, be agreed.   

All in favour 

JH abstained 

 

CT stated that if there was money left at a later date the PC could revisit previous applications and 

potentially award a supplementary amount. 

 

8.5 Art Funding  

GA presented to the PC and MOP the three project bids he had received .  GA proposed at this stage that the 

PC select a preferred option and GA will engage with the art specialist at WODC to move the project 

forward.  

JH stated he would like to look in more detail at the three options proposed.  PR stated that the PC also need 

to consider where this artwork might be placed.  

It was decided that this project would be deferred to the May PC meeting for a vote. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

9. Planning 

22/00614/FUL Cardale, Lyneham Road, 

MUW 
Erection of a replacement double 

garage ancillary to the main dwelling 

and construction of a replacement 

stable building and all weather 

turnout area (retrospective) 

PR stated the application was 

for quite substantial buildings 

but they were for horse related 

purposes.  There was one 

complaint from a nearby 

neighbour but this is a matter 

for WODC. The PC can see no 

reason to object.  All in favour. 

 Licensing Application 

Groves Yard 
 The PC can see no reason to 

object stating it was positive to 

see new businesses in the 

village. 

 
 

 

10. Discretionary Donations (S137) (CT) 

10.1 Library Service – CT is awaiting an update from the library 

10.2 WOCT – The timetable will be changing imminently.  PR stated AUWPC had offered £500 and SUWPC 

has provided £700.  Leafield PC will be considering a request at their next PC meeting. 

JP stated he had misgivings regarding providing funding as the PC had not had sight of the financials.  At the 

moment all the PC can see of evidence of the service is a timetable and the PC were hoping to receive more 

information on the financial history of recent years.   

CT stated the PC could agree an offer subject to receiving further information and costings. 

PR agreed having sight of the financials was needed. 

CT stated once the information has been received, the PC would decide at the next PC meeting what 

donation could be offered. 

10.3 Wychwood Minis –  the final instalment of £320 is now due.  This is the last batch of funding which was 

initially agreed by the PC.  The PC agreed to fund one year of hall rent at a cost of £1000.  As this was already 

agreed CT stated the funding is due.  All in favour. 

 

11.  Village Green (PR,JH) 
PR stated the Village Green had been very well used over the Easter weekend which was great to see.  PR 

stated the area at the bottom of the field was still in need of clearing as it is unsafe and unsightly.  CT 

confirmed this was discussed at the recent FinCom meeting and it was decided that rather than pay several 
thousand pounds to have it removed now, the removal of materials could be included in the tennis court 

improvement works.  PR stated this area had been messy for over 12 months and suggested Robin Perry be 

approached about removing some of the mess to make is safe for the time being.  All in favour.  PR will 
approach RP about an idea of costs. 

 

JH stated the recent graffiti is being dealt with and the offenders will be rectifying the damage imminently. 

 

Dog fouling signs – As GS has been out of action due to a serious injury to his arm, he has not been able to 
update the PC regarding a supplier.  GS hopes to have costings available for the May PC meeting. 

 

 



 

 

 

12. Draft final statement of Accounts for FY 2021-22 (JP) 

The FinCom expected there to be a sum of £45000 carried forward to the new financial year and final 

amounts are £49600 which is positive. 

 

13. Accounts (JP/CT/GA) 

13.1 - To approve the March Receipts, Payments and End of Month bank reconciliation.  

CT contacted Groves regarding making a bulk purchase of bin bags as they are increasing substantially in 

price.  Groves can do this.  CT suggested this would be the best way forward. 

CT asked the PC if they were happy to approve the March receipts, payments and bank rec. 

Proposer PR 

Seconder GA 

All in favour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

13.2 – To approve the quarterly report and Annual Statement 

The Annual statement shows a total of £15406.15 in the current account.  CT asked the PC if they were 
happy to approve the quarterly report. 

Proposer - JP 

Seconder - GS 

All in favour 

 

CT asked the PC if they approved the Annual statement 

Proposer - PR 

Seconder - JH 

All in favour 

 

14. Neighbourhood Development Plan (JP) 
Brian Watson and JP had a virtual meeting with CFO on the 13th April to get some advice on a number of 

things.  The District Council suggested to them that in order to strengthen the Neighbourhood Plans 
monitoring chapter there is further work required which the CFO have kindly agreed to carry out.  They are 

also doing the basic conditions statements. 

Shortly JP will be submitting the 2021-22 £1600 End of Year Grant report to ‘Groundworks’ and once 
approved this will enable the NPSG to apply for the final £1100 grant for which they are entitled to. 

 

15. Acquisition of Eco Area Land (PW) 

GS has been helping PW and has sent an email off to M&M detailing that the PC would require the legal 

team to carry out the transfer.  The PC would like to have sight of these documents before proceeding.  CO 

have agreed to this.  PW should receive the information soon.   

PW has provided the solicitor details to MM. 

 

PW would like to register his thanks to the Cotswold Wardens, Neil Clennell  from the Wychwood Forest 

Trust, Anne Berkley, Graham Smith, David Barham, the Cubs, Beavers, Scouts, Girl Guides, Brownies and a 

number of villagers who came out to take part in the tree planting.  It was a great turnout which allowed the 

400 trees to be planted quickly and efficiently.   

CT also cited his thanks to PW for organising this as it was a lot of work.  It is much appreciated by the PC. 

 

16. S145 Jubilee Celebrations /WODC Support (JP/JH) 
JH stated that WODC support isn’t as great as hoped and there is only £250 available which JH has applied 

for.  The Jubilee plans are coming along quite nicely.  JH stated the committee are in need of a second £1000 

to help with funds.  Ticket sales are doing well and the adverts have been put up.  

JP stated the funding request is as per the agreement and the PC will make these funds available.  JH stated 

there was an issue with access to the bank account at present and will follow up. 

 

PW stated Alan Allday has confirmed the vintage cars will be available but he requires timing information. 

 

 

17. Correspondence  (CT) 
17.1 Email regarding Groves new roof.  JH has been made aware of this and will follow up.  He stated the 

current roof is appalling. 

17.2 – Correspondence from Owls View – Calum Taylor made an offer to CT to visit the property and meet 
with him but CT stated that it was not appropriate whilst the plans were going through WODC.   

 



 

 

18. Public session for non-Agenda items  
Joanna van de Poll queried whether if the application was successful with the S106 team who’s asset register 

the projector would be registered with.  CT stated this was discussed at the recent FinCom meeting but a 

decision is to be made.    

 

Joanna van de Poll queried the Cemetery transfer asking if this would regularise the ownership of the 

Welfare and MARC allotments going forward.  CT stated that it would be and will be dealt with by our charity 

solicitors. 

 

David van de Poll queried the acquisition of the Eco area land and any assessment of maintenance costs.  PW 

stated he had spoken with Ann Berkley and she doesn’t want to incur any maintenance costs and does not 

foresee any in the first 10-12 years.  CT stated that any trees would need to be included in the tree 

management plan. 

 

David van de Poll commended the PC on ensuring the annual statement was published on time.  DvdP 

queried the annual statement and difference in VAT expenditure and income.  CT stated that the PC would 
follow up on his enquiry.  

 

19. AOB.  
PR stated that the side of the Village Green fence by 1 Pear Tree Close has a lot of grass clippings in a pile 

looking like they have been dumped.  PR will follow up and report back. 

 

PW has had a meeting with Richard Hartley regarding a possible joint venture between Hartley Farms, the 

PC and the Forestry Commission to plant trees.  Once more information is available PW will present this to 

the PC. 

 

Meeting concluded 2040hrs. 

 
  

 


